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The Landmark Grill at the Historic Plaza
Hotel would like to invite you to the won-
derful world of New Mexican cuisine, Las
Vegas style!

Enjoy breakfast, lunch or dinner - heck
have breakfast, lunch AND dinner - with
us in our lovely Victorian atmosphere. We
have daily specials, a varied menu featur-
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ing New Mexican favorites'as we 2
ads, steaks, soups, sandwiches and pastas,
friendly staff and great prices.

And when your day is done, join us in By-
ron T’s Saloon for some great drinks, great
company, and live music most weekends.

Put your boots up & stay a while, you hear?
230 Plaza, Las Vegas, NM - 505-425-3591
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Hot Springs making you hungry? Not sure if
you want a chico and a chicharron? Won-
dering whether or not to risk a relleno?

The Gallinas Girls come to the rescue with
our fun and informative interactive website
www.eathewmexican.com.

We de-mystify New Mexican food terms
with pronounciations, detailed descriptions
and photos. Plus provide great recipes, fun
facts, and stories of the land and the people
behind the burritos.

Now when someone asks you ‘Red or green,’
you'll know just what to say. “Christmas!”

Red Dawn. Beer for

my Horses. No Coun-

try for Old Men. Due Date. While you soak
in the springs, are you wondering about the
stories behind the blockbusters? And how to
go visit the location of the movies that were
filmed here? And which celebrities live in
the Ponderosa-clad mountains around you?

It's the Gallinas Girls to the rescue, AGAIN!
(It's amazing how many times we find our-
selves doing that, actually!) With our fun-
ite www.filmedinvegas.com.
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Montezuma Topo Map
Lat 35.653°N
Long -105.2906°W
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It’s a five mile drive to the Montezuma Hot Springs
from Las Vegas, New Mexico. Hot Springs Boulevard
winds past the state’s behavioral health hospital, past
weathered homes, past lean stray dogs and rugged men
in cowboy hats and torn jeans. Usually there are no
other cars on the road, just wary jackrabbits and spindly
tumbleweed waiting by the side of the road. The rolling
expanse melts into the foothills housing the Armand
Hammer United World College.

Directions:
From Albuquerque, take [-25 north to Las Vegas.

Exit at the first Las Vegas exit, #343, and turn left at the
end of the ramp. Go .5 miles and take a left onto New
Mexico Avenue. (You will see a Santa Fe Railroad red
caboose at the intersection.)

Go 1.9 miles. At the first traffic light (there will be an
Allsup’s convenience store on your left), turn left again
onto Hot Springs Boulevard (State Road #65) and con-

Montezuma Hot Springs

Three hundred years ago, the Apache ran these
lands. When their warriors found themselves
slashed with wounds of life and war, they laid down
weapon and suspicion and pressed body into ground
along the banks of what would one day be called the
Rio Gallinas. Healing waters bubbled around them

- geothermal hot springs filled with lithium and sul-
phur. In order not to offend the Great Spirit and risk
losing this gift of healing, the Apache consecrated
the springs and surrounding areas as sacred ground.

The Montezuma Castle looms large above the Rio
Gallinas, a statement of stark architectural beauty
and elegance, framed by a hillside of cultivated foli-

- age. The springs, by comparison, are homely, rock-

lined pits coated with slick green algae. But dip your
toes into the heat, let the liquid rise to meet ankle,
then shin, thigh, waist. Understand what others
have known for hundreds of years. The aching heat,
the scrape of back against uneven rock, the rush of
water from one pool to the next caresses your body
into a state of hyperawareness, of pain mixed with
relaxation.
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Area One:

The Recliner: a one person warm
pool shaped like a recliner

The Lobster Pot: 5°4 in diameter HOT,
deep, cement lined pool

Moon Pool: a more comfortably hot,
2-3"deep stone lined pool

Duckling Pond: a relatively shallow,
rock lined warm pool,

a favorite of children!

oaster Slots: two slit-like openings

The site was initially commercialized in 1840,
when a man named McDonald built a simple
wooden house by the hot springs, and charged
admission. In 1846, a U.S. military hospital was
established near the waters. It was converted into
a hotel in 1862, and replaced by a stone building
in 1879 - the United World College’s Old Stone
Hotel. Jesse James and Billy the Kid threw cards
in an old adobe near here, and spent an evening
or two together, soaking up precious minerals in
the rejuvenating waters.

Today all pools are free of charge and open from
dawn to midnight. Patrolled by the UWC, the site
remains pristine, natural, calm. On any after-
noon, children rest in the cooler pools. Mothers
watch from the warmer pools, dark hair melting
into heat-sealed ringlets. Old men yell across the
river. They jump into the rushing current, their
bellies soft and colorless.

The water speaks, gives muscles ancient mineral
messages. After a good soakyour body is satu-
rated, content. The street propels you to a town
filled with history, with quiet passion. The waters
call you home.

Map of the 3
Montezuma Hot Springs

(Area Three:

The Cube: up to around 6 can fit in
this rock lined pool, the hottest in
Area Three

| The Playground: cooler than the
cube, this tub holds about eight
Dolphin: a large, concrete-lined
warm pool

tinue 4.5 miles.

The Hot Springs are immediately to the right of the road.
Look for the signs and the cars parked along the road-
way. And join them!

in the cement covering to this large,
earth lined pool. One of the hottest,
exceeded only by the Lobster Pot at
times, this pool’s proximity to the
River makes this a the choice

North (right) past the entrance to
the UWC. Hop the guardrail.




